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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. The amended preamble of claims 1, 3, and 9-12 recites "A status notification apparatus 
for notifying the status of a second information processing apparatus in a first information 
processing apparatus. . .". Clarification is needed on whether the status notification apparatus is 
included in the first information processing apparatus or the second information processing 
apparatus is included in the first information processing apparatus. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1 1-12 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 11-12 and 17-18 claim a computer signal 
embodied in a carrier wave, which is non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. The Specification, as originally presented, does not disclose that the notification 
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device is separately provided as an indicator in the status notification apparatus, and a ready state 
can be known from the notification device irrespective of the on/off state of the display unit. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Iwamura (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,883,621). 

Referring to claims 1 and 9: Iwamura discloses a bus system to support video image 
(figure 1), and Iwamura discloses the bus device initialization (figure 3). Iwamura discloses an 
inquiry device for making an inquiry about whether the other information processing apparatuses 
have the function of transmitting/receiving the information, and a notification device for starting 
the notification upon confirmation by the inquiry by the inquiry device that the other information 
processing apparatuses have the function (column 5, lines 44-52). Iwamura' s digital satellite 
system integrated receiver decoder (DSS IRD) is equivalent to the claimed first device, and the 
attached nodes are equivalent to the second device. Thus, claim is anticipated by Iwamura. 

Referring to claims 2 and 4: Iwamura discloses a display device connected with a DVD 
player or a digital VCR via a receiver decoder (figure 1). The display will response only upon 
receiver decoder's request when the DVD player or digital VCR transmits the data to receiver 
decoder. 
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Referring to claims 3 and 10: Iwamura discloses a bus system to support video image 
(figure 1), and Iwamura discloses the bus device initialization (figure 3). Iwamura discloses a 
confirmation device for confirming whether the connection of a transmission path of the 
information is established between the other information processing apparatuses and the one 
information processing apparatus; and a notification device for starting the notification upon 
confirmation by the confirmation device that the connection is established (column 5, lines 44- 
52). Thus, claim is anticipated by Iwamura. 

Referring to claims 5-6: Iwamura discloses a display device (figure 6) and Iwamura' s 
initialization switches the devices to the on state. 

Referring to claims 7-8: Iwamura discloses IEEE 1394 (abstract). 

Response to Amendment 

7. The amended claims use both double bracket and strike-through for deleting unwanted 
portion. Applicant is recommended to use only one form of deletion. 

Response to Arguments 

8. In response to Applicant's argument that the carrier wave is statutory subject matter as 
provided in the 1996 Guidelines (Remark, page 7, last paragraph): A computer data signal 
embodied in a transmission medium is not considered to fall within the statutory categories; see 
Annex IV, pages 55-57 of the Interim Guidelines, which supercedes 1996 Guidelines. 

9. In response to Applicant's argument that the prior art on record does not have a display 
unit displaying information (Remark, page 8, last paragraph) and Applicant's further argument 
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that Iwamura's display cannot display transmitted/received information (Remark, page 9, lines 3- 
4 and 7): The amended display unit is a part of the preamble and does not give any breath into 
the claimed limitation in each amended independent claim; thus, it is not considered as a part of 
limitation during examination. 

10. In response to Applicant's argument that Iwamura does not disclose or teach a 
notification device equipped in the first information processing apparatus and starting the 
notification upon confirmation by the inquiry device (Remark, page 9, lines 4-6): Iwamura's 
digital satellite system integrated receiver decoder (DSS IRD) is the claimed first device. 
Iwamura's DSS IRD sends commands to all attached nodes and confirm each node's type. The 
means to generating the commands for the Iwamura's DSS IRD is the notification device. 
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Conclusion 

1 1. The prior art made of recorded and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,990,927 to Hendricks et al: Hendricks discloses that it is known to 
equip LED on cable box for displaying status. 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin I. King whose telephone number is 571-272-3628. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. If attempts 
to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Rehana Perveen 
can be reached on 571-272-3676 or on the central telephone number, (571) 272-2100. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Lastly, paper copies of cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications will 
cease to be mailed to applicants with Office actions as of June 2004. Paper copies of foreign 
patents and non-patent literature will continue to be included with office actions. These cited 
U.S. patents and patent application publications are available for download via the Office's 
PAIR. As an alternate source, all U.S. patents and patent application publications are available 
on the USPTO web site (www.uspto.gov), from the Office of Public Records and from 
commercial sources. Applicants are referred to the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/index.html or 1-866-217-9197 for information on this policy. Requests 
to restart a period for response due to a missing U.S. patent or patent application publications 
will not be granted. ^ 
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